
The International Initiative for a Sustainable Built Environment

Overview
iiSBE is an international non-profit organization whose overall aim is to actively facilitate and promote the
adoption of policies, methods and tools to accelerate the movement towards a global sustainable built
environment.  iiSBE has an international Board of Directors from almost every continent and has a small
Secretariat located in Ottawa, Canada.  Our specific objectives include the following:

■ Map current activities and establish a forum for information exchange on SBE initiatives, so that gaps
and overlaps may be reduced and common standards established; and

■ Increase awareness of existing SBE initiatives and issues amongst the international buildings and
construction community;

■ Take action on fields not covered by existing organisations and networks.

Our most important activity is networking; helping specialists and generalists to get to know each others’
abilities and needs.  This occurs formally through our databases and newsletter, and informally through
every-day e-mails.  Other more specific activities include the following:

■ We are probably best known for the continuing development of our building performance assessment
system, formerly known as GBTool, and know known as SBTool.  This is a flexible framework operating
on Excel that can be configured to suit almost any local condition or building type;

■ In 2007, we developed a version of SBTool to suit the needs of an international competition sponsored
by the Principality of Monaco, to extend the downtown area into the sea.  The flexible framework proved
its worth and its application was an unqualified success;

■ In 2008, iiSBE has been retained to develop a common assessment system for the SB Alliance, a
grouping of primarily European assessment and certification-oriented organizations.

■ The Sustainable Building Information System (SBIS) is a multi-language, web-based database of
international R&D information relating to sustainable building. The system is attracting users from
around the world - see <www.sbis.info>;

■ We have established a web-based database called the Skills Registry, which features a searchable file
of the skills and experience of individuals and organizations. Anyone can browse the Skills Registry at
<www.sbis.info:8106>; (currently being re-designed)

■ Our newsletter is published on an occasional basis and includes news items from around the world.

■ The iiSBE Education Working Group focuses on post-secondary education, including curriculum
development;

■ IiSBE, CIB and UNEP are international co-sponsors of the SB global conference series that began at
Mastricht in 2000, then went on to Oslo in 2002 and Tokyo in 2005.  The venue for 2008 is Melbourne,
Australia - see www.sb08.org;

■ In partnership with CIB and UNEP, iiSBE also sponsored a series of regional SB conferences in 2004,
all linked structurally to the Tokyo SB05 event. A similar series took place in 2007, in 10 locations. The
coordinators of these events will prepare summaries of the state of sustainable building in their regions
at SB08, and the best peer-reviewed papers are getting a fast-track to the SB08 event;

■ We are managing and providing technical support for the international Sustainable Building Challenge
(SBC) process, which invited design and development teams to display projects at our global SB
conferences.  The projects need to be assessed by any of the established rating systems and also need
to submit data on key performance indicators;

■ We are a partner organization of the UNEP Sustainable Building and Construction Initiative (SBCI), a
group of global construction-sector firms that develop initiatives related to sustainable building.

An Overview of the Organization in 2008



Structure of iiSBE
Officers and Board of Directors

Members of the Board of Directors for 2007-2008 include:

George Baird George.Baird@vuw.ac.nz
Sang-dong Park sdpark@kier.re.kr
Guoqiang Zhang gqzhang@vip.sina.com
Aleksander Panek apanek@nape.pl
Thomas Luetzkendorf thomas.luetzkendorf@wiwi.uni-karlsruhe.de
Ove Mørck ocm@cenergia.dk
Andrea Moro andrea_moro@envipark.com
Woytek Kujawski wkujawsk@cmhc.ca
Kaarin Taipale Kaarin.Taipale@hse.fi
Norman Goijberg construccionsustentable@gmail.com
Nori Yokoo yokoo@cc.utsunomiya-u.ac.jp
Vanessa Gomes da Silva vangomes@fec.unicamp.br
Petr Hajek petr.hajek@fsv.cvut.cz
Joel Ann Todd joeltodd@cpcug.org
Luis Alvarez Ude lau949@terra.es
Faridah Shafii faridah.shafii@yahoo.co.uk
Sung Woo Shin swshin@hanyang.ac.kr

iiSBE Executive Committee iiSBE Committee Chairs

Andrea Moro, President Norman Goijberg, Country Committee
Norman Goijberg, Vice-President Peter Graham, Education Committee
Joel Ann Todd, Secretary Ronald Rovers, Policies Committee
Jean Cinq-Mars, Treasurer Andrea Moro, Local Chapters Committee
Ronald Rovers, Marketing Director Thomas Luetzkendorf, ISO Liaison
Ilari Aho, Past-President

IiSBE Local Chapters (existing or in process of being formed)

IiSBE Chile (Santiago) Norman Goijberg
IiSBE Italia (Torino, Italy) Andrea Moro
IiSBE Israel (Tel Aviv) Yehuda Olander
IiSBE Portugal (Minho) Luis Braganca
IiSBE Espana (Madrid) Luis Alvarez Ude
IiSBE Taiwan (Taipei) Judy Huang, Chun-shin

Becoming a Board member

The qualification required to become a member of the Board is that you have already joined iiSBE as a
Member, before the deadline for nominations has passed.  Board members are selected on the basis of their
personal qualifications and not their country or organizational affiliation.

www.iisbe.org
www.sbis.info
www.sb07.org
www.sb08melbourne.com


