Arab Sustainable Building and Construction (SBC) Paper

Abstract:

Pursuant to the United Nations Environment Programme’s regional initiative, which has been adopted and endorsed through a resolution by the Council of Arab Housing and Construction Ministers (CAHCM), an Arab Consortium of stakeholders was formed to co-organize the 1st Arab Forum on SBC (Cairo - Egypt, December 2004), in preparation for Tokyo SBC05 Conference (September 2005). The Forum’s Committee includes UNEP-ROWA, the League of Arab States (LAS), the Arab Union of Cement and Building Materials (AUCBM), and Egypt National Institute of Housing and Construction Research (NIHCR). Other Arab governments and organizations are also invited to take part.

As collectively agreed upon, the Forum will conclude with a comprehensive Arab SBC Paper to be submitted to Tokyo SBC05. The Arab SBC Paper will address the following themes, with due consideration to Arab specific conditions, inheritance, outlook, developments, needs and priorities:

1. The Current State of Building and Construction Industry (B&CI) in the Arab region:

i. Legislative and Legal frameworks regulating B&CI.

ii. Raw and building materials relevant to B&CI.

iii. Approaches employed to plan, design and implement B&C technologies.

iv. Reuse and recycling of B&C refuse and demolition wastes.

v. Problems and challenges facing B&CI.

vi. Impacts of the trade liberalization (e.g., GATT) agreements on B&CI.

2. The Sustainable Management of buildings and infrastructures:

i. Zoning, urban planning and land use systems.

ii. Sound environmental management of buildings and infrastructures (e.g., Green Buildings).

iii. Distinct characteristics of Arab B&C; including sound approaches of reserving and restoring archeological, historical and cultural sites and buildings.

3. Methodologies and Mechanisms of developing B&CI:

i. Coordination between all organizations and stakeholders involved in B&C on local and regional levels, and establishment of integrated cooperation mechanisms.

ii. Roles of universities, research centers, professional societies and pertinent organizations.

iii. Integration of social, economic, cultural and environmental aspects into the development of sustainable B&C.

iv. Capacity building of human resources, and modern technologies transfer, suitability and indigenizeation.

v. Establishment of databases concerning B&CI.

vi. Catalytic and supportive role of pertinent Arab agencies.

vii. Catalytic and supportive role of regional and international organizations.

Upon completion of the Arab SBC Paper as discussed and developed throughout the Forum, it will be submitted to the Ministerial Council for endorsement. Thereafter, it will be delivered to the SBC05 Conference’s Committee to be included in the programme as an official position paper from the Region. Representatives from the Arab Forum’s Committee will be attending the subject conference in Tokyo.

